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The. Hiflory of the difcontented Lodger. 


Received a. note, a fhort time ago, from my old friend and 
{chool-fellow, Benjamin Liftlefs, fignifying that he was jutt 
arived from. Devonfhire, and requefting me to {pend the evening 
with him, at his hotel in the Adelphi, as he ftood in need of my 
afaitance... The pleafure of feeing a long-abfent friend, and the 
hope of being ulefyl.to him were, cither of them, motives fuf- 
fgently {trong for my compliance, and I accordingly went.— 
[found him in perfect health, and that he wanted my zid only in 
procuring him a lodging for a month, which (as he came on not 
1 bufinefs, and chiefly with a view tofee what changes his 
qe ae retreat had made noveltiesto him) was the time he 
meant. to be abfent from bis rectory. ‘Time feemed to be very 
Ienjent with Ben: he was the fame in mind and perfon as 
when Laccompanied him to take poflcfion of hisliving; he was 
thejame {uperficial, yet, to common obfervation, profound {cholar, 
Segams.preiuiced, yet benevolent man, l ever knew,him. 

e evening ftole imperceptibly away while we were eager in 
communication, and at parting we made an appointment for the 
next day, whenI hoped I fhould be able to fix him in an agreeable 
lodging ; and indeed nobody could think he enjoined me a difficult 
talk, fora healthy, quiet fituation, in a clean houfe, and with ree 
putable people, was all he defired. 

Vou. XVIII. 454. 2Z At 











378 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 

At our meeting next morning Mr. Liftlefs enquired from why 
point the wind blew, and being told it was north-weft, he called 
for his great coat, and wondered at my hardinefs in venturing 
without one at this feafon. He told me, that his refidence jin the 
country, “ where free to follow nature was the mode,” had ac. 
cuftomed him to prefer the prefervation of his health to any other 
convenience, and it had likewife made peace and quietnefs very 
neceflary to him. He then digrefled to the mifery of living info 
noify a manfion as that where he had pafled the night, and declared 
that whatever lodging he agreed for he muft occupy immediately, 
or be ftunned with inceflant uproar.—Here was a difficulty added 
to the eflential requifites: the houfe I was conducting himtp 
might not be immediately fit for his reception; but I hoped the 
beft, and could not but concur in his opinion of the inconvenient 
of an hotel-to a-perfon fond of quiet. 

The weather at noon proved more than feafonably warm, a 
I expreffed to my companion my fear that he was_ too well clat: 
he told me that his garment was a little oppreffive, but that perf. 
ration would carry off any latent cold he might have contracted 
in his journey ; and, indeed, by the time we reached our defi. 

ation, I think no fever could have withftood his recipe. Aswe 
approached the houfe he could not ftay to confider its external re. 
commendation, but bolting into the firft room of which he faw 
the door open, requefted that all air might be excluded, and the 
expiring fire rekindled, that he might cool gradually, after which, 
he faid, he would take a view of the apartments. 

In about an hour he ventured, in his walking accoutrements, 
up to the firft floor, for which, after a very nice infpeétion, and the 
moft minute enquiries as to the healthinefS of the afpect, and the 
quiet of the neighbourhood, he was on the point of agreeing, 
when he recollected that his friend Peter Careful always, while in 
London, engaged a fleeping room at the top of the houfe : For 
tunately in this he could be gratified, and as he might have inftant 
‘ pofleffion, I looked on the affair as fettled. In leaving the houle 
he admired the quiet and cleanlinefs of the court it ftood in, and 
thanked me repeatedly for having fo fuited him. We then parted; 
1c to remove his portmanteau, &c. from the hotel, and I to purfue 
the various occupations of the day. 

As I thought my reputation concerned in my friend’s accom- 
~ modacion, I wetit ‘early in the forenoon of the next day to make 
enquiries, and to my great concern found him diflatisfied and out 
of humour. He began with*faying, that his remaining where he 
was 
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yas, was impofiible, for that till day-light he had been kept waking 
bya congrefs of cats on the tiling, and when they retired, and he 
haped for peace, he had been difturbed by poultry at the next 
neighbour’s. I propofed his putting up with the front-room on 
the fecond-floor, which would obviate both evils, but his heart’ 
yas fet on an upper-ftory, and we fallied forth in queft of a new 
abode. 

On the oppofite fide of the court lodgings were to be had, and’ 
asthe roof of the houfe rofe confiderably above the reft, it was 
fife from cats: Here we knocked, and Mr. Liftlefs was juft going 
to enquire whether any poultry were near, when the fight of a 
cradle alarmed him, and he marched off, declaring it impoffible 
that peace and a child could inhabit one place. I followed him, 
now plainly forefeeing it was an Herculean labour I had under- 
taken. 

The next houfe we aflailed was in a new-built ftreet, not yet 
paved, fo that the carriages would move foftly, and here was every 
thing we fought for: good air, uninhabited houfes on each fide, no 
child, no cats, no poultry. Mr. Liftlefs and the landlady foon 
came to terms : but as we turned from the door he perceived that 
the oppofite houfe was occupied by a tinman, who being then at 
work, alarmed his auditory faculty; and after ftanding fome ill 
language from the gentlewoman we had juft agreed with, we went 
farther a-field in queft of quict and the other requifites. 

I was looking ata bill on a fhop-window, at the other end of 
the fame ftreet, when Ben told me we need not enquire there, for 
that he faw the ftairs come into the fhop, and the wind mutt, 
therefore, make the firft floor always cold, and confequently dan- 
gerous. Here was now a new fpecies of objection—fhops thus 
circumftanced were excluded from our choice, and I fhould 
have defpaired had I not juft then fpied an acquaintance who 
Ithought could help us.—Of him I enquired for a quict, clean, 
healthy lodging, where there was no child in the houfe, nor any 
noify trade in the neighbourhood: it fo happened, that he knew 
of one exactly fitted to our needs, but it was at fome diftance from 

the place we were then exploring. ‘This, contrary to my ex- 

pectation, was no objection to Mr. Lifttefs ; we called a coach, 

and I perfuaded my acquaintance to accompany us, as his in= 

fluence might poflibly procure thofe compliances which a ftranger 

has hardly a right to afk, 

My heart funk as we knocked at the door, but I was encouraged 

by hearing Ben fay he liked the ftreet, and afpect of the houfe.— 

222 There 
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There was no fhop near, and all feemed as we wifhed:—the ap- 
pearance of the miftrefs befpoke good houfe-wifery; the rooms 
were {pacious :—we were affured that no cats had ever been heard 
on the roof; that no poultry were within hearing ; and there was 
an excellent upper chamber which Mr. Liftlefs might have. 

No difficulty occurred in our paffage from the bottom to the top 
of the ftairs; but on entering this promifing upper-room, it ap- 
peared to have been new fcrubbed. This I could not deny was a 
reafon againft immediate occupancy, but I ftill flattered myfelf 
that the many recommendations of this uncommonly well-con- 
ditioned abode would prevail on my friend to poftpone his remove 
till the next day, when he might fairly enter. I was ignorant that 
he had once caught cold by croffing the water in a- boat that had 
been lately mopped, and that Peter Careful had, on that occafion, 
told him it was his conftant practice to fhun people that were fond 
of mops and fcrubbing-brufhes. The exhalations, faid Ben, that 
rife from a floor that has been wetted, continue a long while hang- 
ing over it: nothing is worfe than damp wood—ftone wetted is 
not half fo pernicious, becaufe being lefs porous, the water lies 
on the furface, and is foon difperfed—earth when wetted receives, 
to be fure, a greater quantity of moifture below its fuperficies, but 
then the adhefion of its components is not clofe as the particles of 
wood are, and confequently the moifture fooner gets loofe, and is 
imbibed by the air; but wetted timber, laid level as a floor, is 
hardly ever dry again—What his objections wanted in force, 
I tound fupplied by firmnefs: he precipitately retreated from the 
noxious vapour he fuppofed fteaming from the boards; and 
afhamed, vexed, and confounded, I followed him out of the 
houfe. __ 

I could afk no mo : aid.—My tafk refembled the burthens of 
fome fongs where the only merit confifts in adding to every ftanza, 
and thereby rendering it more difficult to articulate.—I could not 
forbear hinting that I feared we fhould not meet in one abode with 
fuch a concurrence of circumftances as was requifite.—Never 
fear, replicd Ben.—lI fee a bilFover the way; perhaps that may 
fuit us ;—I {ce that we muft not be too nice. 

It may be, thought I, that what he chufes himfclf will better 
pleafe him : and I had reafon to think fo, for ncither the houfenor 
Jandlady had fo favourable an appearance as that we had turned 
from, However there was an upper chamber—no poultry were 
Near—there was no child in the houfe—no noify trade in the ftreet 
——no fhop—he might have poffeffion” directly—and the miftrels 
profeffed 
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profefled herfelf as great an enemy to water as my friend :—this 
the appearance of the houfe confirmed. It was not, Mr. Litftlefs 
id, fo clean as he wifhed :—but one could not have every thing. 
He was fecure inall particulars, but that of the cats, and here my 
fear was founded. 

Being, I believe, more than half weary, Ben agreed for thefe 
apartments : We returned together in our hackney-coach to ree 
move his wardrobe ; and having dined together ina neighbouring 
coffee-houfe, I left him, not fo properly to fix himielf in his new 
lodgings as to difcover the faults of them. He requefted me to 
preakfaft,with him the next morning, and feemed to have reached 
the ultima Thule he was in quett of. 

It was with little hope that I vifited him at the appointed hour. 
Ithought of the cats with pain, but my apprehenfions proved 
groundlefs. . He had flept undifturbed, and feemed quite happy : 
=the miftrefs of the houfe was exceedingly affiduous in her fer 
vices, and all promifed peace and content. He now propofed to 
enjoy himfelf in finding out his old friends, and with many ace 
knowledgments of the pains I had taken for him, he exonerated 
me from my troublefome office. 

But the next morning he and his portmanteau were with me 
before I arofe.—The lodgings were untenable :—From fix in the 
afternoon till near twelve at night he had been tormented with the 
tinkling of a harpfichord, and the fqualling of a girl’s voice.— 
He had fent for the landlady, and complained to her of this ine 
tolerable nuifance:—fhe replied, that her daughter was a very 
eminent vocal performer—and that the lodgings had better remaia 
empty that her girl neglect her practice. After much altercation, 
to depart was poor Liftlefs’s refolution, and I muft again accome 
pany him in his further fearch. Ww. 








PLEASING ANECDOTES. 
To the PRINTER. 


SIR, 
HOUGH the real Chriftian never publifhes his good deeds 
to the world himfelf, nor wifhes others to do it; I tiink it 
the duty of every well-wifher to religion and good morals, to 
embrace every opportunity to make publick the good and benevo- 
Jent actions of mankind, if it were only to counteract the generally 
received 
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received opinion, that there is lefs real goodnefs in the prefent, than 
in the paftage. I therefore cannot deprive myfelf of the pleafure 
of communicating fome recent acts of piety and benevolence in 
the conduét of perions of rank and fortune. 

On the 12th of Auguft, Lady Georgina Cavendith, eldeft 
daughter of the Duke of Devonthire, attained the 8th ycar of her 
age. Having been dangeroufly ill abroad on her 7th birth-day, 
her amiable mother refolved to clothe eight poor girls, when her 
daughter attained her 8th year. Fortunately for the poor of this 
city, the anniverfary of her birth happened here, when her Grace 
clothed eight poor girls of two Sunday Schools in Avon-ftreet, 
each receiveda leg of mutton, a fix-penny loaf, and a bafket; and 
on the Hon. Matter Ponfonby’s attaining his roth year, Lord 
Duncannon gave a dinner, a new fhirt, anda fhilling, to ten boys 
ef the School of Induftry. 

When this young nobleman had given a fhilling to each boy, 
ke found he had one fhilling left, which made him conclude that he 
aad omitted giving a fhilling to one of them ; on his putting the 
queftion to each of the boys, they all acknowledged having re- 
ceivedit. Afterwards it appeared he had eleven fhillings inftead 
of ten. When we confider that thefe poor boys, perhaps never 
were in pofleffion of fo large a {um before, their honefty not only 
does them great credit, but reflects fome on their education, 

But how {hall I find words to exprefs the unbounded charity of 
the Dowager Lady Spencer, who may with truth be faid, togo 
about daing good; all real objects of charity are fure to find inher 
Jadyfhip a kind and humane friend ; when they are fick the vifits 
them, and not only gives every relief which medicine or food can 
procure, butadminifters Chriftian comfort to their departing fouls; 
fuch great, good, and noble characters ought to be held out to the 
world, that others may do the fame. I am fure that every well- 
wifher to the Sunday Schools and Schoo! of Induftry, eftablifhed 
here, will be pleafed to hear that the Dowager Countefs Spencer 

did, during her refidence in this city, vifit two Sunday Schools in 
Avoneftreet every Sunday, read prayers to the children, and in- 
ftru€ted them in religious and moral duties. An example worthy 
to be followed by all true Cariftians; for on the vifitors every 
thing depends ; and when ladies and gentlemen confider what good 
may arife to fociety from their devoting a few hours every Sunday 
tothe Sunday Schools, I flatter myfelf that they will not withhold 
a benevolence 
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a benevolence infinitely fuperior to any pecuniary benefaion they 
can beftow. : 
N. O. 
Bath, Oéteber 8, 1791+ 





—_—_— 


Memoirs of Mr. Henry Mafers de la Tude, containing 
an Account of ‘his Confinement thirty-five Years in the 
State Prifons of France ; and of the Stratagems he adopied 
to Efcape, once from the Baftile, and twice from the Cajile 
of Vincennes ; with the Sequel of thofe Adventures. 


{Written by Himfelf, and tranflated from the French of the Amifter- 
dam Edition. ] 


(Concluded from Page 352.) 
Extra@ from the Memorial of M. de Cameyras. 


T wason occafion of the Dauphin’s birth, when the King had 

appointed the commiffionto releafe prifoners not guilty of ca- 
pital offences, that the Cardinal de Rohan, who was the prefident, 
being authorized to fet open the prifons, found the wretched 
La Tude confined ten feet under ground, clad in tatters, his beard 
afoot and half long, no bed but ftraw, nor provifion except bread 
and water. He had the humanity to order him a more tolerable 
habitation, and to his bounty, and that of feveral perfons of the 
firft rank, who were informed by the good Cardinal of his con- 
dition, was La Tude indebted for the alms that procured it an 
alleviation. 

An abandoned villain, ftained with the blackeft crimes, would 
have fully atoned for them by thirty five years imprifonment, 
aad its attendant barbarities. How trucly pitiable then ts the 
man whofe only fault affected not the King, in his perfon, eftate 
or fubjects ; a fault without a criminal motive, excufable on ac 
count of his youth, and which would have been fufficiently 
punifhed by fix months imprifonment. 

He demands this day the reftoration of his liberty ; but this is 
oppofed by his enemies; not being able to cenfure his actions, 
they condemn his thoughts; they reprefent him as a gloomy and 
dangerous madman, exafperated by a long and painful imprifon- 
ment, whofe rage will flame in libels and invectives, as fogn as he 
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is able to compofe them with impunity. Alas! they are little 
acquainted with him. Sixty years old) worn out with prema- 
ture infirmities, expecting to languifh but a few more days on 
earth, he is far from dooming them to that fullen revenge. He 
only withes to pafs them quietly either with the remains of his 
family, or in the company of fome generous friends whom he has 
gained by his misfortunes, and who know him fufficiently. to be 
anfwerable to government for his actions as: long as he may live, 


SUPPLEMENT to the MEmMorRIAL, 


The Sieur La Tude at laft obtained his liberty on the 18th of 
March 1784, with a penfion of four hundred livres ; he owes 
this Yo the bounty of the Baron de Breteuil. But the authorof 
the preceding memorial begs leave to inform the world of his 
original and prior benefactreis, returning her his beft thanks in the 
name of that unfortunate man. 

A woman, named Mrs. le Gros, going out of her houfe, in the 
ftreet des Foffés at St. Germain l’Auxerrois, in June 1781, faw 
lying ina corner a packet of papers, that had the appearance of 
having been tumbled in the dirt ; fhe took it up, and returning 
home, read the contents, It wasa memorial {tating part of the 
misfortunes of the Sieur La Tude, with the fignature of Henry 
Mafers de La Tude, prifoner at Bicétre in a dungeon ten foot 
under ground, onan allowance of bread and water for thirty four 
years, 

This memorial was addreffed to a prefident of Tournelle; in 
it the unhappy prifoner protefted his innocence, defired to be re- 
moved to the keeper’s lodge, and that he might be tried for every 
grievance that his enemies could lay to his charge. 

That Mrs. le Gros was much affected with this memorial does 
not excite our panegyric ; The moft vulgar foul would have felt 
the fame fympathy. ‘ 

But that on learning the condition of an unfortunate man with 
whom fhe never had any acquaintance, who did not exift as to her 
a few hours before, and whofe only recommendation was his ex- 
treme wretchednefs, that he fhould refolve to dedicate her life 
to the procuring of his liberty, and not to reft till fhe had obtained 
it ; that fhe fhould have perfiited three whole years without being 
deterred by difficultics, denials, or dangers ; this, | fay, is a proof 
of virtue and humanity the more to be admired, as probably it has 
not a parallel, 

Fortunately 
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Pope en Fortunately the had a hufband nates of fuch exalted merit 5 
© days on he went to the prefident of Touratlle, to whom the memor ial was 
, addrefled, and told him, ‘¢ that he had feen that unfortunate man 5 
a ~ that he had ufed many endeavours to ferve him 3 but had re- 
m he hie ceived for anfwer, that la Tude wasa dangerous madman, fub- 
tly.-to be ject to fuch violent fits of infanity, as thirty two years imprifon- 
ry live. ment had not been able to cure. mp 

— This anfwer, and their not accufing him of any crime, made 
the lady queftion whether his madnefs was nota pretence, to dif- 
courage his friends, and deprive him of their affiftance. She 
then tried to bribe fome perfons in the Caftle of Bicétre; who 
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8th 
le pr could gain accefs to the prifoner. ‘Time and affiduity rendered 
uthor of | her fuccefsful, and fhe feized an opportunity of conveying a letter 
of his tohim, in which fhe told himh, “ I have found your memorial, 
s inthe | and am much affected with its contents. Favour me, | intrest 
you, with your confidence ; I will do every thing in my power to 
» in the render you fervice. Send me a circumftantial account of your 
31, faw affairs, and be careful to conceal nothing. I do not fign my 


nce of name, to avoid accidents.” 
The unfortunate man, not ufed to fuch compaffion in ftrangers, 











irning 
of the committed himfelf entirely to her, notwithttanding the referve of 
Tenry her name, and complied with the requifitions the had made. 
1 foot From thefe hints her hufband drew up aregular account of his 
r four misfortunes ; after which they joined their efforts to gain him 
protection, 
+ in It is needlefs to particularize their difficulties in this labour. 
2 ree Both defcended of a gentecl family, though not blefied with 
very affluence, they {parcd, from the moft rigid ceconomy, fufficient to 
pay for the hire of carriages to convey them to Bicétre ; or to the 
Joes anti-chamber of thofe before whom the poor are not entitled to 
felt appear dirty; or even many leagues diftant from Paris ; indeed, 
: toevery part where they hoped to gain the prifoner a fingle friend, 
‘ith An inftance will be fuflicient. 
her Mrs. le Gros had been told, that there was 4 Madame du 
X< Chefne, waiting maid to the lady of the King’s brother, by whofe 
ife means a memorial might be conveyed to that Princefs: Three 


ed days fhe fearched Paris in vain for her; when fhe {et out for 
Verfailles, where fhe learned that Madame du Chefne was.at 


i 
of Santeny, feven leagues from Paris. Mrs. le Gros flew thither, 
S but had the mortification to find that fhe had left that place an 


hour. It was neceflary then to return to Paris, with an empty 
purfe, partly on foot, and partly in any carriage that happened to 
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pafs on the road. Next day fhe went back to Verfailles, had an 
interview with Madame du Chefne, and even obtained her promt 
to prefent the prifoner’s memorial, She had got a fprain i in going 
to this lady, yet endeavoured to return to Paris on foot ; but, after 
fuffering exceedingly on the ro: id, i fhe fell from the top of Mount 
Bons-hommes, exhaufted with pain and fatigue, hd unable to 
proceed a {tcp farther. She was carried home, where fhe han. 
guifhed fix months in bed. As foon as fhe could walk again, fhe 
retook the way to. Verfailles with her memorial ; but Madame 
du Checfne politively refufed to prefent it. ‘The lady confefled 
that one of her Arig nls in whom fhe greatly confided, had 
cautioned her “ not toimportune the Princefs on fuch a fubje&;” 
acding, ‘ that the belt advice fie coul ld give her, was to remain 
quiet, andnot to intermiddle with an affair which might occafior 
her ruin, withouta balance of hope in her favour that fhe thoul 
fucceed,’ 4 

This anfwer betrays the fpirit of Mr. Amelot’s office, de. 
livered in the politic, but cenfured ftyle of a Sieur Abbé Cha, 
foa of:a thread-merchant in Moutte tard ftreect, raifed to the 
charge of Sub-|} rasepter to the King’s Pages, and long’ fince 
Privy Counfellor to. Madame dy Ch ; a fubtle and delicate 
courtier, of fuch extraordinary prudence, as never to look out for 
the dilpofal of ay favours, but fuch as he could perfuade her 
Grace to folicit without hz sad, 

Difappointment fimilar to that which fhe experienced from 
Madan edu Chefne, frequently attended her appli cations after- 
wards to people of more confequence. She gained admiffion to 
them by indefatig ible perfeverance; with great facility inte 
retted their feelings, for ‘eit firft emotions were warm, but gras 


1 1 





cualiy became weaker, and all their profeffions ended in nothing. 
Lie Ly; wupiul 1was borna bout this ti ney and Mrs. le Gros heard 
that the Ning would’eftablifh a tribunal on the occafien to exae 


mine the cafes of particular prifoners, and to releafe thofe not 
guilty of capital offences. She immediately thought that Mr. 
Ja “Dude might be included in that defeription ; for which purpofe 


o 


it would be necefiary to influence Cardinal Rohan in his favour, 
who was toprefi’e over the commiffion. She began with gain- 
ing the wile of hig porter, by relating pact of the fafferer’ ’s hiltory; 

and fiom her afc@Mded, after { rly Oi oi vi fits, to the fecretary. 
He informed her that the Cardinal had alrea dy feen the prifoner; 
that hy ltaken him from his di n, and given hima more 

Comicrtad.e haonation ; that he hadjutt tent him a fupply of moe 
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sey; that fhe might depend on that Prince engaging warmly in 
his behalf ; and that Mr, la Tude fhould be included inthe num- 
ber of thofe criminals whom the commiftion, after a fair examina- 
tion, fhould judge deferving of their liberty. 

[fhall not attempt to relate how this unfortunate prifoner was 
fruck off the lift where his name firft appeared ; happily my 
prefent bufinefs is only to reprefent the fervices he received from 
this benefactre(s, 

She paid him a vifitat Cabanon, as foon as fhe heard of his 
being there, returning thither whenever the could, without raifing 
jupicion; not fuffering herfelf to be difcouraged by the diftance, 
or the fatigue the leait motion gave her, as fhe happened to be 
pregnant, and was far advanced in that condition. He was ale 
moft naked, and deftitute of every neceflary; fhe bought him 
fockings, fhirts, and gave hima comfortable bed-gown of her 
own making. To thefe fhe added all the money the could {pare, 
and when fhe had nothing Icft to beftow, the continued her vifits, 
and communicated at leait hope and confolation. 

This is but afmall part of the kindnefs Mrs. le Gros fhewed 
the prifoner. Not from her mouth, but his, it nas been collected, 
for fhe has modeftly perfifted in concealing it: Confefling 
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nothing but thofe aéts of goodnefs which all Paris witnefled. 
Fortunately fume particulars omitted will be found in a lettez, 
that one of the moft refpectable patronefles of Mrs, le Gros has 
written to the author of this memorial, and which | shall tran- 
fcribe as the beft finifhing to her exalted character. 


SIR, 

{ underftand that you have defired Mrs. le Gros to give you a 
particular relation of her endeavours for three years to obtain the 
liberty of Mr. la Tude. From the queftions I put to her re- 
lative to the account fhe has fent you, | perceive that her pru- 
dence and modefty have prevented her giving that good work all 
its merit ; and that fhe has written with greatlimitation, An 
eye witnefs for more thana year of the activity, courage, gene- 
rolity, conftancy, and it may be added tenacions perfeverance of 
her conduét, without which fhe would never have fucceeded ; 
this opportunity of mentioning it to you, gives me infinite fatif- 
faction, 

A generous action performed the moment it is conceived, is not 
very common ; but a generous action which requires the perfee 
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verance of three years, with unremitting fenfibility and courage, 
at the expence of time, private concerns, health and fortune, 
when the latter is wanting, never met my notice till I became ac. 
quainted with Mrs. le Gros. Many might have been capable of 
forming the fame enterprize, from learning the fad ftory of Mr, 
Mafers ; but to accomplifh it, required fenfibility and conftancy 
unufual; that fuperlative degree of both which animated and fup. 
ported Mrs.le Gros, Neither the diftraction of divided attention 
nor refufals, nor hopes a thoufand times baffled, nor the coldnefs 
of thofe who funk under difficulties, nor the perfonal inconveni. 
encies to. which her good offices expofed her, no difcouragement 
whatfoever could fhake the firmnels of her refolution. Not even 
the remonftrances of thofe, who, admiring fuch unbounded ge. 
nerofity, were moft tenderly concerned for her welfare, could in 
any degree abate her zeal. It feemed to increafe with difficulties, 
and I never faw her more confident of fuccefs, than when, inall 
appearance, fhe had nothing to hope for. With no fupport bu 
her courage, and ina ftate of health which pregnancy rendered 
more alarming, I beheld her laft year daily exhaufting her ftrength 
introublefome journies, notto gain pecuniary affiftance, for the 
herfelf fupplied that to the prifoner, but to win for him powerful 
protectors. Her fenfibility, communicated to her hearers, won 
new friends every day. She applied to all, and-enly refted when 
tacre was nothing to perform, 

Thus, without fortune, without credit, without perfonal re- 
quifites, fhe attained the end, by her fo long and ardently defired, 

And what was the aim of all thefe exertions ? 

To fupply a home in her own houfe to the object of them ; to 
divide with him the earnings of her and her hufband’s induttry. 
Ihave fometimes told her, that her fituation in life would not ad- 
mit of fuch generofity. Her anfwer has been, “ I have loft my 
fon, and promifed Mr. la Tude that he fhould fucceed him: If 
ever he recovers his liberty, | fhall kéep my word.” She forgot, 
when fhe faid fo, that another fon, born fince, had filled the va 
cancy.—A wife capable of giving up her being to the impulfe of 
humanity, and a hufband allowing and approving of fuch a 
difintereited’ fentiment, are two people rarely feen, and worthy of 
little Jefs than adoration. j 

As lhave neverfeen Mrs. le Gros, otherwife than in her foli- 
eitous attention to him whom fhe has fo nobly ferved, I amata 
lofs to judge of her own fituatiens « Louly know, that not being 
burn to a fortune, her circumftances are narroyyer than fhe de- 
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ferves; for having juft loft her father, after a long and therefore 
burdenfome ilinefs, fhe has paid him the laft honours, notwith- 
ftanding the expences contracted by his ficknefs, Though the 
difcharge of this duty obliged her to retrench even necellaries, 
he ftill lent every affiftance in her power to Mr. Mafers, while in 
prifon: She {pared- no expence incident to her various under- 
takings, and yet is happy to have him continue till chargeable to 
her, if, by fome means, an addition is not made to the pention of 
four hundred livres; which has been granted him. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 





The Life of Jofeph Balfamo, commonly called Count Cag- 
lioftro ; containing the fingular and uncommon Adven- 
tures of that extraordinary Perfonage, from his Birth tlt 
his Imprifonment in the Caftle of St. Angelo. 


[Tranflated from the Original Proceedings publifhed at Rome by 
order of the Apoftolic Chamber. 





OSEPH BALSAMO, the fon of Peter Balfamo and Felicia 
Braconieri, both of them of mean extraction, was born at 
Palermo, on the 8thof June, 1743. His father, who had been a 
merchant, happening to die during his infancy, his maternal un- 
cles took him under thcir protection, and endeavoured to inftruct 
him in the principles of religion, and give him an education 
fuitable to his years, But from his earlieft infancy he fhewed 
himfelf fo averfe to a virtuous courfe of life, that he fied more 
than once from the feminary of St. Roch, at Palermo, where he 
had been placed for his inftruction. 
At the age of 13 he was entrufted to the care of the Father- 
General of the Good-Brotherhood, Benfratelli, who carried him 
tothe convent of that order at Cartagirone. “There he put on 
the habit of a novice; and, being placed under the tuition of the 
apothecary, he learned from him (according to his own conjeflion) 
the firft principles of chemiftry and medicine. 
He did not continue long in this afylum + during his ftay, 
however, he exhibited fo many new fymptoms of a vicious cha- 
racter, that the religious were often under the neceility of chai- 
tiling him. It is recorded among other things, that, being em- 
ployed to read during meals, as is cuftomary in all holy commu~ 
nities, he would never repeat what appeared in the book 5 but, on 
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the contrary, fpoke whatever occurred to his own imagination: 
may, he bas even confefled that, in reading the Martyrology, he ufed 
to fubftitute the namesof the moft famous ¢ourtezans of the time, 
niftead of - thote of the faints. . 

In fines to get rid of the mortifications and penance inflided 
upon him, on account of his faults, he abandgned his convent, and 
returned to Palermo. 

It was about this period that he cuitivated a tafte for drawing: 
but this neither occafioned a change in his morals, or his condua, 
The excefles to which he abandoned himfelf were almoft of every 
kind and deicription. Delivering himfelf entirely up to his paffion 
for fencing, and to the company of the moft diffolute young meg 
of the neighbourhood, there was no quarrel in which he did net 
take a part: but above all things he took a particular pleafure in 
refilting the officers of juftice, and in delivering from their hands 
the priioners whom ‘they had arrefted. He was alfo accufed of 
having forged tickets of admiffionintothe Theatre ; and he ftole 
trom one of his uncles with whom he had lived, a confiderable 
guantity of money, and feveral valuable effects. 

‘This much is however certain, that he was frequently feized and 
mprifoned : bat it fo happened that he always regained his liberty 
m a fhort time, either frou: the want of neceflary proofs for his 

conviction, on account of the nature of the crime, or by means 
ef the credit and intercefiion of his felations. 

At length he was obliged to fly from his country for having 
cupeda goldimith, of the name of Marano, of more than 60 pieces 
et gold. Having ingenucty fufficient to make this firplcton be 
fieve that he bad an immenfe treafure concealed in a grotto, ina 
diftant part of the country, of which he would put him in pol 
feffion; he, under this pretence, procured the above-mentioned 
tum, which, as he pretendec, was cto be employed in certain magi- 
cal operations, ‘his comedy however concluded very little to 
the advantage of poor Marano, for he was feverely beaten by cers 
tain people who appeared to him in the fhape of infernal [pirits— 

the truth is, thae thefe inhabitants of Pandemonium were no 
others than the companions of Baliamo, who acted in concert with 
him, and aflumed this difyuife at his recommendation. 

Viarano hav ing dilcovered the trick, was extremely irritated, as 
may very readily ve believed 5 and, not content with laying an 
information of tue particulars before a magiftrate, he determined 
to revenge his wrongs, by afiaffinating the author of them. It was 
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A variety of circumftances which accurred from this period 
tillthe time of his laft imprifonment, have given grounds to be- 
lieve that he praGtifed forcery. _ This fuppofition is founded on the 
two following anecdotes. The firft is, that, under pretence ef 
preparing a remedy. for one of his fidters, who was peMoffgd, he 
made a country prieft adminifter a litte cotton:to-her, which had 
been fteeped in the holy oil which is ufed:for ‘extreme ungtion.— 
It is however well known that he never had a fifter that was pot- 
fefled. “The other, which is rather remarkab!e is as follows: Ltis 
pretended that, being one day in company with feveral of dis 
friends, they teftified a great. curiofity to difcover what a cestain 
lady of their acquaintance was doing at that very mojnent.—- 
Balfamo. offers to fatisfy their inclinations: he accordingly.forms 2 
fquare on the ground, waves his hand overit, and then draws the 
lady Slaying cards with three of her acquaintance. On tais ‘they 
inftantly fend to her boufe, and find that fhe is actually fitting ix 
the fame attitude, employed in the very occupation, and.in com- 
pany with the fame perfons whom he had delineated. 

Balfamo being obliged to fly from Palermo, gave bimfejf up tc 
a wandering life, and actually travelled through mott part, of the 
world: we are henceforth obliged’ to: give credit to. his own ai- 
fertions until his arrival in Rome, becaufe we have no other op- 
portunity of tracing his’hiftory, or of Verifyingany of the par- 
ticulars, 

By means of the money which he had procured in the manner 
already related, he now repaired to Meffina ‘Fhere.he got ac- 
quainted with a certain perfon of ‘the name‘of Altotas: it is not 
known with certainty whether he was a Spaniard or a Greek, for 
he could fpeak both of thefe langaages with fluency. He was in 
poffeffion of feveral Arabic manufcripts, znd pretended to be a 
great chemift. Having embarked together on board of a veile!, 
they failed along the Archipelago, 'and landed at Alexandgtia in 
Egypt, where durifig-the fpace of 40 days they performed fever. 
operations in chemiftry, by which they procured agreat deal of 
money. 

They propofed to-pafs from thence to Grand Cairo ; “but. they 
were driven by contrary winds to the ifland of Malta. ‘Phe: 

they remained for fome time, and worked in the laboratory of the 
Grand Mafter Pinto. Altotas having died foon after, Baltamo re- 
folved to vifit Naples, and accordingly put-him{f under the pro- 
tection of a Knight of Malta, to whom he was recommended by 
the Grand Matter. 
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He‘ fupportéed himfelf for: fome time in that capital with the 
money which had been prefented:to “him. by the Grand Matter, 
and the prefents which he received from. his companion the Che- 
valier; and foon after was lucky enough to, acquire the regard of 
a prince who was attached to the ftudy of chemiftry, and who 
wifhed to carry him to vifit his pofleffions in Sicily. 

Having taken advantage of this opportunity to revifit Mefiina, 
he happéned'to: meet with. a pricft, who. was his countryman and 
particular acquaintance: ~He himfelf confefies that this perfon 
was violent in his temper, diflalute in his morals, and had ofien 
participated in his rogueries during their refidence at Palermo: 
he even adds, that this yery clergyman wasone of the devils who 
had baftinadoed the jeweller Marano, while fearching the grotto 
for the hidden treafure..» ©: 

Having chofen this perfon for his affociate, he took leave of the 
prince, and they departed together for Naples. . In the courfe of 
their journey they were arrefted at an. innin the town.of Pizzo, 
under pretence of having) carried off a lady with them ; butas 
no fuch-perfon: was: found in their, company, they were immedi. 
ately fetat liberty. Afteracdhort ftay at Naples, it was refolved 
that they fhould repair to: Rome. 

Arrived:in the capital,of the Chriftian-world, Balfamo affumed 
feveral different characters, and appeared fometimes in an eccle- 
fiaftical, and fometimes ina fecular habit. By means of letters of 
recommendation which he had procured at Naples, he obtained 
accefs to {everal perfons of diftin¢tion: among others he got ac- 
quaiated with the Bailli de Bretevil, at-that time Ambaflador from 
Malta to Rome ; and was. alfo prefented to many ecclefiaftics of 
his own:country. From the generofity of thefe, and his own 
private induftry, he was enabled to procure fufficient money to 
defray all his expences. 

He employed himfelf at this period in making drawings on pa- 
per 3 the outlines of which were produced by means of a copper 
plate engraving, and afterwards filled up by him with Indian ink: 
thefe he fold for defigns made by means of a pen only. Having 
taken up his abode at the fign of the Sun, in the neighbeurhood 
of the Rotunda, he happened to quarrel with one of the 
waiters, in confequence of which he was imprifoned for three 
days. 

It was about this time that he happened to fee the young Lo- 
renza Feliciani, wholived near to the Three Pilgrims. He foon 
became exceedingly attached to this young woman, and atked her 
parents’ 
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srents’ confent to make her his wife : this was accordingly granted, 

and he received, as a dower, a trifling fortune, proportionate to 
their condition. ‘The marriage was folemnized in the parifh 
church of St. Saviour in the Fields, and the bridegroom lodged 
with his father-in-law for fome months after. 


(To be continued.) 





—_—— 


Narrative of the Deftruétion of the Edyftone Lighthoufe. 
{From Smeaton’s Account of the Edyftone Lighthoufe. } 


O’ the 22d of Auguft, 1755, the workmen returned on 
fhore, having finifhed all neceflary repairs of that feafon ; 
between which time and the 2d of December following, the at- 
tending boat had been off feveral times to the Edyftone, and par- 
ticularly on the 1ft of December, and had landed: fome ftores, 
when the light-keepers made no manner of complaint, and faid all 
was: tight, except that one or two of the bricks in the kitchen 
fire-place had been loofened by a late ftorm. What in reality 
might occafion the building firft catching fire, it has never been 
poffible fully to inveftigate; but from the moft diftinét account, 
it appears to have commenced in the very top of the lantern; that 
is, in the cupola. 

From whatever caufe it originated, it is certain, that when the 
light-keeper then uponthe watch (about two o’clock in the morn- 
ing of the ad of December), went into the lantern as ufual, to 
fouff the candles, he found the whole in a fmoke, and upon open- 
ing the door of the lantern into the balcony, a flame inftantly burft 
from the infide of the cupola; he immediately endeavoured to 
alarm his companions; but they being in bed and afleep, were 
not fo ready in coming to his affiftance as the occafion re- 
quired, 

As there were always fome leathern buckets keptin the houfe 
anda tub of water in the lantern, he attempted as fpeedily as 
poflible to extinguifh the fire in the cupola, by throwing water 
from the balcony with aleather bucket, upon the outfide cover 
of lead; by this time, his comrades approaching, he encouraged 
them to fetch up water with the leather buckets from the fea; but 
as the height would be at a medium full 70 feet, this, added to the 
natural confternation that muft attend fuch a fudden and totally 
unexpected event, would occafion this bufinefs of bringing up 
Vou. XVIII. 4.54. 3 B watcr, 
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water, atthe beftsto gaon but flowly; méan-while the flames, 

gathering ftrength every moment; and the poor mau, though mak. 
ing ule of every exertion, having the. water to throw full four 
yards. higher than his.owa head, to be of :any:fervice, wemuft 
no means be furprized:that, under allothele. difficulties, the fire, 
inftead of being foon extinguifhed, . would increafe ; and what 
puta fudden ftop to further exertiohs, was the following moft re. 
markable circumitance: Ashe was looking upward with theut- 
moft attentian, ta fee the directiag and fuccefs. of the water 
thrown; a quantity of lead, diffolved by the heat of the flames, 
fuddenly rulhed like a torrent. fran the roof, and fell not only on 
the man’s head, face, and fhouliders, but over his cloaths; anda 
past of it made its; way through his flaict collar, and very much 
burathis negkyaiyd dhoylders ;,-trant: this. moment :be hada violent 
intersal fenjation, and iwagined that aquaatity ef-this. lead had 
padled dow. his throat, and ¢ got inte hs body. : 

Under this violence of pain and anxiety, as every attempt hat 
proved incfiectuul, andthe ragoof the Aames was: incteafing,it 
is not to be wondered that qhe,tesror-and-difmay of the three mea 
increated ig.proportion.; 10 tmtthey-all found themfelves intimi- 
dated, andplad.io make theirreteeag from that snmediate feene of 
hosror, phd one of the rooms belew, where they would find them 
felves precluded. from dosmg any things for -had-they thrown dows 
ever fo much water there, it could not have extinguiflaed what wa 
burning abeve them, nor indeed produce any other effect than 
that of running dywa inte.the regm belows* and from thence 
finally through the bear cake, back a gain, inte thetea ; They feem 
therefore to have had no-giher selousees ox means.of. retreat, that 
that of retiring dow awards, from room to room, asthe fire ads 
vanced over their heads. 

How {oon the fire was feen fren the thore, i is not very certain; 
but early ia the morning it was perceived by fame of: the Caws 
fand fithermen, and intelli igence thereof given to Mr. Edwards of 
Rame, in that. neighbourhood, a gentleman of fome fortune, and 
more humaaity. This prompted. him immedately to fend outa 
fithing-boat, and men to the relief of the people be: fuppofed in 

diftrefs upew the E dyfiong, .. ‘The boat and men got thither about 
teu o ‘clock, aiter the fire had beemburning full eight hours; and 
in this Ume the three light-keepers were not only driven from all 
ihe santana the ftair-cafley but, to avoid the falling of the 
timber, and red-hot bolts, &e. upon them, they were found fitting 
in 
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inthe hole ‘or ‘cave inthe aft fide of the rock, under the iron 
adder;‘almoft in a ftate of Rupefation, it being then low water. 
At this-time the wiitd was eaftward, antl did not blow very 
fel but jaft hard enoush to thake a lahding upon the rock, at 
the proper laridingsplece,-quite impracticable, or attended with 
the utihoft hazard. Tt therefbre became 2 ‘difficulty how rhe met 
were to'be caken off; forthe stound fiwell ubon the weft fide pto- 
duced fo great afurf' upon the floping fueface, Hat ‘no boat cotild 
attempt to dand there. They, however, fell on the following 
expediene’: having ‘a finall boat with thent,' they moored their 
principal beat by a grappling to the weltward, but as neat the 
rock as they durft; and then launching théit final boat, they 
towed ‘it towards the rock, vetfing out a rope, which they faftened 
tothe large boat, till they got near enough to throw acoil of 
fall rope on the rock ; which, having been laid hold’ of by the 
men theyone by one faftened it round theit waifts, and jiimping 
into the fea, they were towed into the fmall beat, ahd thence “de- 
livered into the large boat 5 and asthey found it was‘out of their 
power: to-do any further fervice, the boat haftened to Plymouth 
toget'the men relieved. No fooner, however, wte they fet on 
thote;than one of them mide off, and has never fince been heatd 
of, which would, on the firft bluth, induce ore to fisppole that 
there was fomething culpable in thls man ; ahd if it hal been a 
houfe ov the fhore, one wottld*have been tetnpted 'to falpect he had 
been guilty of fome foul ply ; bat the circtotftance of its being 
alight-houfe, fituated fo as to afford no retreat in the power of its 
inhabitants, feems to preclude the poffibility of its being done 
wilfully ; as he muft know he muft perith, or be in. extreme danger 
of fo bins at leatt, along with the reft. , 

Such was the fate of Mr. Rudyerd’s building, the whole of 
which, notwithitanding every eftort that could be made, was, ina 
few days, burned to its foundation ;\ nor coald arty'thing, as is 
here remarked, but a ftorm or hard gale at fouth-weft, have effec- 
tually put out the fire, fo as to have faved airy material part of the 
building; which, after a duration of 49 years from its com- 
mencement, was doomed to inevitable deitruction by an element, 
of which, as an enemy, the builders never thought, and therefore 
did not guatd-againft it, 

It remains only to relate the fate of the unfortumate man, who 
received fo peculiar an injury from the melted lead. 
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His name was Henry Hall, of Stonehoufe near Plymouth, and 
though aged 94 years, being of a good conftitution,-he was re. 
markably active confidering his time of life: he had invariably 
told the furgeon who attended him, (Mr. Spry, now Dr. Spry, of 
Plymouth, ) that if he would do any thing effectual to his recovery, 
he muft relieve his ftomach from the lead, which he was fure was 
within him: and this he not only told Dr. Spry, but thof 
about him, though ina very hoarfe voice. The reality of the af 
fertion feemed, however, then incredible to Dr. Spry, who could 
hardly fuppofe it poffible that any human being could exift after 
receiving melted Jead into the ftomach ; much lefs that he thould 
be able to bear towing through the fea from the rock ; and allo 
the fatigue and- inconvenience from the length of time he was 
getting on fhore, before any remedies could, be applied, 

The man did not thew any fymptoms, however, of being either 
much worfe, or of amendment, till the fixth day after the accident, 
when he was thought to be better ; he conftantly took his medi. 
cines, and fwallowed many things both liquid and folid, till the 
tenth and eleventh day; after which, he fuddenly grew worl; 
and the twelftt: day, being feized with cold fweats and fpafms, he 
foon afterwards. expired. On opening the ftomach, Dr. Spry 
found therein a folid piece of lead of a flat oval form, which 
weighed feven ounces and five drachms. 1 have feen, (adds Mr 
Smeaton,) the piece of lead fince, and it appeared to me, asif a 
part of the coat of the ftomach firmly adhered to the convex fide 
thereof, 


Anfwer, by Sciolus, of Bath, (late of Briftol) to Fidelio’s Queftiom, 
inferted ‘uly 25. 


ET m and nreprefent the two given numbers refpcdctively, 

and put z=x*+y*, and v=xy. Then the two equations 

will become z ++v =m, and z?—2v?-+ v3=n from the firft z=m 

—yv, which put for z inthe other, &c. gives vi —v*—2mv=n= 

m* in numbers v3 — v* — 969.875v = 986057.080078125: 

Solved v= 103.125. Hence z= 381.8125. Now we have x 

+y*= 381.8125, and xy= 103.125, from which is readily had 

X+Y=24.25 and x—y=13.25 from which x=18.75, and y= 

5-5- So the propofer’s age is 18 years and three quarters, and 
his height five Feet and an half, 
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+,# Webave received the like anfwer from W. Davies jun. 
Gluvias, and. R. Gilbert, of ‘Crediton. 





Anfiver, by FoT of Exon, to Fidelia’s Charade, inferted Auguft 15. 


HEN light’s firft, blufhes paint the vernal morn, 
And florid ftains the eaftern fkies adorn 5 

The Larf, exulting, hails returuing day, 

And fweetly warbles forth its fprightly, lay. 

The. buntiman frequently a Spur doth need, 

To increafe the motion of his lagging feed, 

When wily Reynard ftretches out his limbs,. 

Or timid pufs along the meadows {kims : 
LARKSPUR’s your whole, to Flora’s train allicd, 
And adds a bloffom to her flowery, pride, 

#t* We have received the like anfwer from Druid; John 
Wheeler, St. Auftell ; S. Hill, Dawlith ; T.Coumbe, St. Ger- 
mans; X. Y. Z.\Langport; J.D. Callow, Wells;> J. Coliins, 
Uffculm ; Furze Stub, Long, Moor; Pyraneus,*Buckfattleigh ; 
W.F, C. Melampus, and J. Puddicombe, of ‘Totnes 3:.J. H. -of 
Lyme; J. Duckham, Taunton ;\.S. Shapton, Awlifcombe; Bu- 
cephalus, Lifkeard; R. Pivot; Combpot, Cullompton; \J.K.C. 
neat Wells ; G, Kingman, Buckland Newton; J. Bulgin, of 
Shepton Mallet; 5. b. Stoke ; W. Seaman, Calverleigh ; Mary 
Chambers, Exon; Philomathes, of Afhburton; ‘I, Giles, and 
T. Brown, Bridgwater ; and ‘I’. Gill junior, Stythians. 





A CHARADE, by C, C. near Tauiton. 


HEN winter hails our northern {pherey 
And Boreas blows aloud 3 
Then you will fee my,tirft appear 
A great and mighty crowd. 
But fee them haftily retreat 
From off the verdant-green 5 
And as they fly, in numbers great, 
My next is always {cen. 
When infant {pring begins to bloom, 
In all its varied hue ; 
My whole; ye fair, in {weet perfume, 
Anemblem is of you. 
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TARRY ROCK, near Ahiuricn, 


Monte prerupto, curas lenire Minerve, 
Librorumane moras, et dura remittere penfa. 


Warvon’s Mons Catu, 


HN ! thou oft-frequented hill, 

Where pleafure fheds her fweets ! 

Where innocence and prattle, ftill 
Retain their mirthful feats ! 

Around whofe fides a youthful throng, 

Dance, and fkip, and fport along, 
(Their minds exempt from cate): 

Can all the blaze, the pomp of ftate, 

The fmiles of fortune and of fate, 
Such real grandeur fhare? 

Here the full throb of genial*health 
Sheds influence benign ; 

At diftance fly the ruder train 

Of ruffling paffions, aching pain ; 


Expell’d from hence they feek a clime more keene 


Difmifs’d from {chool, the ftriplings run 
‘To wanton in the mid-day fun ; 

‘To cliinb the rock, to choofe their play, 
And carc! loud the artlefs lay 5 


4 


While to the huckiter’s cot another wings lis way 


From hence, in pattry pomp, he brings 
Bears, lions, hories, coaches, kings ; 


In various fports employ’d they while away the day. 


One twirls the fling, or bends the bow, 
Or kicks the pregnant ball ; 


One 








—_ ba 





‘ale 


Cat, 


Onc hits the pia with weli-aim’d throw, 
Till all the tkittles. fall. 
Ye gay ichneumenons fuch {ports enjoy, 
And flutter while you can ; 
Short is your reign, your fun with hafte goes down, 
(Its rays eclips’d, now faintly fcatter’d round) 
Full feope to pleafure give and harmlels joy. 


Sweeter to you the breath of eve than morn, 
When the dern pedagogue, with ferule worn, 
Extends his arm, corrects with lordly pride 
The little truant trembling at his fide. 
Cocker* and Markhamt, hence away ! 
Some eafe requires the clofe of day 5 
For want of exercife, the mind 
Its ufyal ardour {carce attains, 
And morbid humours all the fprings of action bind. 


Along thy rugged brows, thrice happy mount ! 
With what revolving pleafure have I kenn’d 
The diftant profpect length’ning to the eye ; 
Heard the loud clamours of the hunter train, 
And yonder rivulet foftly murmuring by 5 
Sudden the tinklings of the fhrill-ton’d bell, 
(Harfher to me, than the deep peal which founds a_ funeral 
knell) 
Force me, againft my will, to caf? up my account. 


DEVONIENSIS. 


* Author of abook on arithmetick. 
}. Author of a {pelling-book. 








THE SEA SHORE, 
By Dr. AIKIN. 
| yr ie atid along the pebbly beach I pace, 


And gaze intent on ocean’s varying face. 
N fr he main rolls in the fwelline tide 
Now from the main rolls in the {welling tide, 
And waves on waves in long proceflion ride ; 
Gath’ring they come, ’till, gain’d the ridgy height, 
No more the liquid mound fuflains its weight; 
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It curls, it falls, it breaks with hideous roar, 

And pours a foamy deluge on the fhore. 

From the bleak pole now driving tempefts fweep, 
‘Tear the light clouds, and vex the ruffled deep ; 
White on the fhoals the {pouting beakers rife, 
And mix the wafte of waters with the fkies : 
The anchoring veflels, ftretch’d in long array, 
Shake from their bounding fides the dafhing {pray ; 
Lab’ring they heave, the tighten’d cables ftrain, 
And danger adds new horror to the main. 

Then fhifts the fcene, as to the weftern gales 
Delighted commerce fpreads her crowded fails. 

A clufter’d group the diftant fleet appear, 

That, fcatt’ring, breaks in varied figures near : 
Now, all-illumin’d by the kindling ray, 
Swan-like, the ftately veffel cuts her way : 

The full-wing’d barks now meet, now {wiftly pafs, 
And leave long traces in the liquid glafs : 

Light boats, all fail, athwart the currents bound, 
And dot with fhining fpecks the furface round. 
Nor with the day the fea-born fplendours ceafe : 
When ev’ning lulls each ruder gale to peace, 

The rifing moon with filv’ry luftre gleams, 

And fhoots acrofs the flood her quiv’ring beams. 
Or, if deep gloom fucceed the fultry day, 

On ocean’s bofom native meteors play, 

Flath from the wave, purfue the dipping car, 

And roll in flaming billows to the fhore. 








Verfes on hearing Mifs C*** play on the Harpfichord. 


By the late celebrated ‘THOMAS CHATTERTON. 


H* Ifraecl’s monarch, when misfortune’s dart 
SE Pierc’d to its deepeft core his heaving breaft, 
Heard but thy dulcet tones ; his throbbing heart, 

At fuch iweet notes had footh'd itfelf to reft. 


Yes, fweeter far than Jefle’s fon’s thy ftrains ; 

Yet what avail if forrow they difarm, 

Love’s fharper fting within the foul remains ; 

The melting movements wound us as they charm. 














